VENUMADHAV

Venumadhav's talent was encouraged and amply rewarded
by Principal B.V. Ramanarasu (father of Sri B.P.R. Vithal, /.AS),
who gave him the necessary incentives. Whenever eminent men
like Dr. S. Bhagvantam visited the college, the Principal asked
him to imitate his speech and manner. This was done right in
their presence. This experience gave the budding artiste the
needed practice as well as publicity. Soon, word went round
that Venumadhav was a great entertainer and a mimicry artiste.

He knew that movies supplied the necessary raw material
for his art. He was understandably enamoured of English films.
But his passion for cinema-going was hampered by his father's
tabooes. He had to steal money now and then, avoiding his
father's vigilance to satisfy this irrepressible urge. Once the
Principal saw Venumadhav in dampened spirits and enquired
the reason for his dejection. He confessed the truth and told
him that he badly needed pocket money to satisfy his craving
for the picture house. The Principal told him Lord dive's story
and immediately sanctioned him a bursary of the value of Rs.
60/-. When the staff told the Principal that Venumadhav was not
on top of the class for proficiency in studies, the Principal
brushed aside their objections saying that he made the award
for his good conduct. A bursary was never put to a better use!
He saw twenty eight films with that money. After seeing the last
one, he went to the Principal's house and presented mimicry of
selected scenes from each of the films. The Principal was beside
himself with joy and patted him on the shoulder with tears
welling up in his compassionate eyes and prophesied "One day,
you will become a great artiste."

As Secretary of the Cultural Association he gave proof of
his organising ability, tact and leadership qualities. Besides being
able to conduct a variety of programmes and competitions in
fine arts, he conducted a fund-raising campaign through a benefit
drama for the poor students of the cotlejge. The success of the
drania provided aesthetic pleasure confined with monetary
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